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NEWCASTLE UNIVERSITY
Faculty of Medical Sciences Ethics Committee
(a Sub-Committee of the Faculty’s Research Strategy Committee)
1. CONSTITUTION

See separate list of members.
2. TERMS OF REFERENCE

(a) To discharge its duties using delegated powers from the University Ethics Committee and within the current legislative and regulative context.

(b) To ensure that the membership has access to appropriate training and information concerning the implications of current legislative and regulative context in order to discharge its duties.
(c) To monitor, review and report on the applications for ethical review within the Faculty of Medical Sciences and to report and/or make recommendations to the Faculty’s Research Committee and the University Ethics Committee in the light of this.
(d) To oversee the applications and review process established for Psychology-based research studies.
(e) With specific regard to Research Ethics:

i. To facilitate ethical research in the University
.
ii. To consider applications for ethical review and agree approval/non-approval.

iii. Where deemed appropriate, to refer applications for ethical review to the University Ethics Committee for consideration.
iv. To determine ethical standards of practice in research referred to it for consideration.
v. To protect the mental and physical well-being of subjects in research which involves healthy volunteers and which is not within the terms of reference of NHS Research Ethics Committees Service
 ethical review procedures or any other statutory regulatory authorities.
vi. To preserve the moral rights of research subjects.
vii. To protect the welfare and safety of the researcher.
viii. To ensure compliance with all regulatory guidelines and legislation current at the time.
ix. To protect the reputation and good standing of the University.

� Studies which raise ethical questions include the following:


Those which involve any form of physical risk or serious inconvenience to the subject or to any third party;


Those which involve any risk of psychological damage or distress to the subject (or the subject’s family);


Those which involve privileged access to the subjects’ clinical records or personal data, or may incur the risk of the disclosure of sensitive information about the subject which has been disclosed by persons taking part in the investigation;


Those which involve subjects in care, or who are unable themselves to give consent, or who are deemed to be vulnerable or dependent;


Those which necessarily involve deception of subjects;


Those which may cause damage or destruction to the natural or man-made environment.





� The jurisdiction of the NHS Research Ethics Committees includes projects involving:


NHS patients, including those treated under contracts with private sector providers;


Foetal material and in vitro fertilisation involving NHS patients;


The recent dead in NHS premises (i.e. post mortem material);


Access to and/or use of any records relating to past or present NHS patients;


Any premises or facilities belonging to or under the control of the NHS;


Human subjects including healthy volunteers where the research may harm their physical or mental health. 


Research on tissue samples derived from NHS patients or from participants in trials involving the NHS.  (The latter is to cover healthy volunteer studies or controls within studies running through the NHS)





